White Mountain Bible Church

One of the most important questions we can askcasich is, “Are we growing spiritually?”

It is obvious from the size of the services thatame growing in numbers, but are we growing in our
relationship with the Lord and our love for one ti@v 1 Thessalonians 4:9-18@ays,"Now as to the

love of the brethren, you have no need for anyomerite to you, for you yourselves are taught bylGo
to love one another; for indeed you do practic®ward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia.
But we urge you, brethren, to excel still mbreOne of the ways to see if we are growing in krowl
edge of God’s word, prayer, and love for each othé&v look at our growth in the small group disci-
pleship opportunities we have throughout the week.

Pastor Corey has been getting information in tlaesas, and it is wonderful to see that our Life
Classes, Home Groups, and Small Groups (WednesgaisnWomen’s and Men’s Groups) have
been growing also. In fact, so much that we artdted for space in many ministries. Our Life
Classes on Sunday Mornings have 93 people thaidatte a regular basis, small groups average 75,
and our Wednesday night program has about 122eskitils who have attended in the last 6 weeks
(ages 2 - 12 grade).

This is great, not just from numbers point of vieut in terms of the growth in our relationship
with God and love for each other that this represeBut this also means we need every person to be
involved. We need your time and talents to helgéhministries continue to grow and flourish. We
also need each and every person to fellowship leeat one small group of some kind. The reason
why these groups are so important is because tieegree of the foundations for all of us to grow in
our relationship with Christl Peter 1:22 explains,*Since you have in obedience to the truth purified
your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, éatly love one another from the heart.”

The New Testament lists 63 “one another” passapeggé that we should be doing with each
other as Christians) saying that we are to alletinlvolved as Christians. Many of these things @oul
not be done except in the context of a smaller gafisome kind. It would be difficult to give
encouragement or comfort to everyone in our chuwckg be hospitable to all 250 people on a Sunday
Morning. How would you like to confess your sintbe whole body on Sunday morning.

To effectively practice these things, the “one arot passages assume that this deeper intimacy
must be found in smaller groups than our singleiseron Sunday morning. Helping every person be
involved in a small group creates a more intimatgrenment where we all are well known enough
not to be missed in the crowd and where we careliertsupported and encouraged in time of need.
Hebrews 10:24-25states “Axd let us consider how to stimulate one anotbdove and good deeds,
not forsaking our own assembling together, aseashthbit of some, but encouraging one angthed
all the more, as you see the day drawing near.”

Pastor Matt
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Reach Out!

Did you know that when someone visits our churcisanday morning they will have an impression of our
church before the music begins? The biggest wayake a good impression on someone is by our cthe€h
ing friendly. When Kimberly and I first visited Wiei Mountain Bible Church last summer, we thougbtpbo-
ple in the church were very friendly. People came iatroduced themselves to us and the friendsnaedht.

It made such an impression on us. Look, now weare lpermanently!

Almost every Sunday morning we have new faces irchurch. | hope and pray that they are reachedoout
just like Kimberly and | were almost a year agordiethe catch though. | hear from people who dsit
church that we are really friendly, and | have deard from others that no one has ever reachei tliém on
Sunday morning. Now | know we can’'t be 100% at mgla good impression, but | believe we can try.

Here is my challenge to yoWill you go out of your way to reach out to someaneour church on Sunday
morning? Offer someone a hand shake, tell them about onistries here, or maybe even take them to lunch.
Together we can make White Mountain Bible Chur@hftiendliest place to worship God on Sunday magnin

Another place for us tReach Outas Christians is to our neighbors. Believe meithieot always easy for
some. Ask my wife about me. When | get home | waattier spend time with her and my son than getiirtg
of my comfort zone to talk to the neighbor nextdooacross from us. | have lived in my neighboidhoow
long enough to know who goes to church and whasdtayne. And | also know that God commands me to
reach out to those around me. | know | have nosxddere is the challenge to myself and to Will you
make an extra effort to Reach Out to your neighbamsd invite them to church?

| know about my neighbors and | know about peopley church, but what about people who are in meed
our church, and in our community. We also neeBéach Outto needy people, and not only to those with a
financial need. Sometimes it means to help themrataheir house, to prepare meals for them becafuse
illness, or lending an extra hand. Sometimes wegetught up finishing our “To-Do” list that we saithose
moments that God has placed in front of us to Betpeone. Here is my challenge to our chuvght you look
for opportunities to bless other people?

Together we can make a difference in people’s limesur church and throughout our community. WikaBod
calling you to do? Let'®each Out!!

Reaching Together,

Pastor Corey Mortimer
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“Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, thi all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns pmiugl songs, singing
with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” Colossahl6 (NAS)

Why do we sing in our worship of God? Singing haen linked to Christian worship since its
beginning (Jesus sang with his disciples). TheeBibcords songs of praise from far back in theohysof
God’s people. Not only is singing mentioned in sks@pture, it is also repeatedly commanded. Vghjis?
What is happening when we sing that would make itital?

Colossians 3:16 is probably the verse that unfdldsmportance of singing most completely for us.
Let’s look at three things this verse teaches asigjpining together in song.

First, Paul tells us that whatever we sing is gam“richly dwell” within us. We remember what we
sing. Most people can still recall songs or tuey learned when they were children, even if thayen't
sung them in ages. Not only do we remember samggrow attached to them. They become a part.of us
Paul tells us that since music is such a powedudd, we should use it to impress upon ourselvesviird
of Christ.

Next, we see that our singing is not just for own personal benefit. As we lift our voices we are
“teaching and admonishing one another.” Musictsdds amplified when we participate in it with eth.
The songs beconmur songs. The truth they contain is truth that wereh And as we share it, we become
an encouragement to each other. Our singingesnander of Christ’s truth to a brother or sisterowhay be
struggling. (Of course, this does mean you hawarg loud enough for someone to hear you...)

In the final part of this verse, we see who thamate audience of our singing is. Not only does
singing imprint God’s truth on our heart, not odlyes it encourage our fellow Christians, it is endd praise
to our God. Father, Son, and Spirit listen as wér put our hearts in thankfulness to them. Ougsspeak
of who God is and what He has done for us — Hisgutmn, guidance, care, love, strength, comfoadnaer,
power, compassion, and salvation. As we remenfigsietthings, let our hearts be moved to thankfa|reexd
our voices be moved to song, for the goodness nGoeat God.
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